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PART 1 
 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 
 

 
§6-101. Disorderly Conduct Prohibited. 
 
Disorderly conduct, as defined in the Pennsylvania Crimes Code at 18 Pa.C.S.A. §5503, 
as amended, is prohibited within the Borough of Gettysburg. 
 
(Ord. of 6/6/1899; as amended by Ord. 6666, 6/6/1966; by Ord. 6681, 8/11/1966; by Ord. 
125, 6/13/1968; by Ord. 900-75, 9/9/1975; by Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; by Ord. 1100-90, 
6/11/1990; by Ord. 1236-99, 12/13/1999; and by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-102. Unlawful to Throw Stones or Other Missiles or to Use Slingshots or Similar De-
vices. 
 
It shall be unlawful to throw stones, or shoot metallic balls or any other projectiles, with 
a slingshot or gum strap or any other implement used for that purpose, or to willfully 
and maliciously throw stones, snowballs, ice, or any other projectiles within the limits of 
the Borough of Gettysburg. 
 
(Ord. of 6/6/1899; as amended by Ord. 6666, 6/6/1966; by Ord. 6681, 8/11/1966; by Ord. 
125, 6/13/1968; by Ord. 900-75, 9/9/1975; by Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; by Ord. 1100-90, 
6/11/1990; by Ord. 1236-99, 12/13/1999; and by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-103. Unlawful to Destroy or Injure Certain Property. 
 
No person or persons shall destroy or injure in any way whatsoever, or tamper with or 
deface, any public property of the Borough of Gettysburg, or any grass, plantings, trees, 
walk, lamp, ornamental work, building, streetlight, fire hydrant, water or gas stop box, 
or any post, pole or other structure or fixture in or on any of the streets, alleys, side-
walks, public ways or rights-of-way, parks or other public property or grounds of the 
Borough of Gettysburg. 
 
(Ord. of 6/6/1899; as amended by Ord. 6666, 6/6/1966; by Ord. 6681, 8/11/1966; by Ord. 
125, 6/13/1968; by Ord. 900-75, 9/9/1975; by Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; by Ord. 1100-90, 
6/11/1990; by Ord. 1236-99, 12/13/1999; and by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-104. Unlawful to Tamper with Stakes or Monuments. 
 
No person or persons shall in any manner interfere with, or meddle with, or pull, drive, 
change, alter or destroy, any stake, post, monument or other marker of the Borough of 
Gettysburg placed or caused to be placed by the authorities of the Borough relative to 



CONDUCT 

 6-6 12/12/2011 
 

any street, alley, sidewalk, public way or right-of-way, park or other public property or 
ground of the Borough. 
 
(Ord. of 6/6/1899; as amended by Ord. 6666, 6/6/1966; by Ord. 6681, 8/11/1966; by Ord. 
125, 6/13/1968; by Ord. 900-75, 9/9/1975; by Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; by Ord. 1100-90, 
6/11/1990; by Ord. 1236-99, 12/13/1999; and by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-105. Unlawful to Tamper with Warning Lamps, Signs or Barricades. 
 
No person shall willfully or maliciously destroy or remove or deface or obliterate or cov-
er up any lamp, warning sign or barricade erected by the authorities of the Borough or 
by any person, firm or corporation doing work by permission or permit of the authorities 
of the Borough on any of the streets, alleys, sidewalks or public grounds in the Borough 
as a warning of danger. 
 
(Ord. of 6/6/1899; as amended by Ord. 6666, 6/6/1966; by Ord. 6681, 8/11/1966; by Ord. 
125, 6/13/1968; by Ord. 900-75, 9/9/1975; by Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; by Ord. 1100-90, 
6/11/1990; by Ord. 1236-99, 12/13/1999; and by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-106. Unlawful to Take Material from Streets, Alleys or Public Grounds. 
 
No person or persons shall take any earth, stone or any other material from any of the 
streets, alleys, sidewalks, public ways or rights-of-way, parks or other public property or 
grounds of the Borough. 
 
(Ord. of 6/6/1899; as amended by Ord. 6666, 6/6/1966; by Ord. 6681, 8/11/1966; by Ord. 
125, 6/13/1968; by Ord. 900-75, 9/9/1975; by Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; by Ord. 1100-90, 
6/11/1990; by Ord. 1236-99, 12/13/1999; and by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-107. Certain Acts Not Prohibited. 
 
This Part 1 shall not apply to normal activities in connection with the construction, 
maintenance and repair of streets, alleys, sidewalks, public ways or rights-of-way, parks 
or other public property or grounds and the structures and fixtures erected thereon or to 
incidental results of work thereon or therein upon permit from or by authority of the 
Borough. 
 
(Ord. of 6/6/1899; as amended by Ord. 6666, 6/6/1966; by Ord. 6681, 8/11/1966; by Ord. 
125, 6/13/1968; by Ord. 900-75, 9/9/1975; by Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; by Ord. 1100-90, 
6/11/1990; by Ord. 1236-99, 12/13/1999; and by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 



  (6, PART 1) 
 

12/12/2011 6-7 
 

§6-108. Penalties. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part 1 shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than $600. Every day that a 
violation of this Part 1 continues shall constitute a separate offense, provided that the 
fact that a violator has been penalized, after hearing, as herein provided, shall not pre-
clude the Borough or other injured party from taking proper legal action to recover 
damages resulting from such violation. 
 
(Ord. of 6/6/1899; as amended by Ord. 6666, 6/6/1966; by Ord. 6681, 8/11/1966; by Ord. 
125, 6/13/1968; by Ord. 900-75, 9/9/1975; by Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; by Ord. 1100-90, 
6/11/1990; by Ord. 1236-99, 12/13/1999; and by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
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PART 2 
 

ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION ON PUBLIC PROPERTY 
 
 

§6-201. Definition and Interpretation. 
 
The following words or phrases, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, shall 
have the meanings ascribed to them in this section: 
 
 LIQUOR and MALT OR BREWED BEVERAGES and CONTAINER — the same 

as those words and phrases are defined in the Liquor Code of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

 
 OPEN — when used in connection with a container, any container which has been 

perforated in the case of a can or similar container or a container on which the cap 
has been loosened or the cork displaced or the seal torn or mutilated. 

 
(Ord. 976, 6/9/1980, §1; as amended by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-202. Public Drinking and Public Possession of Liquor or Malt or Brewed Beverages. 
 
1. It shall be unlawful, within the Borough of Gettysburg, for any person to drink 

liquor or malt or brewed beverages upon any public street, public municipal park-
ing lot, private parking lot open to public use or public park, or in any vehicle be-
ing operated or parked thereon. 

 
2. It shall be unlawful, within the Borough of Gettysburg, for any person to have in 

such person’s possession or in a vehicle under such person’s control any open con-
tainer containing liquor or malt or brewed beverages upon any public street, pub-
lic municipal parking lot, private parking lot open to public use or public park. 

 
(Ord. 976, 6/9/1980, §2; as amended by Ord. 1165-94, 8/8/1994, §1; and by Ord. 1394-11, 
12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-203. Exceptions. 
 
The provisions of §6-202 above shall not apply to persons seated at tables located in a 
physically defined sidewalk area immediately in front of premises licensed with a res-
taurant liquor license by the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board extending no closer 
than four feet from the curbline but in no event more than eight feet from the building 
line of the premises. The provisions of §6-202 shall also not apply to any person who is 
attending a function at the Gettysburg Borough Recreation Park or in the park's recrea-
tion building at which function liquor, malt and brewed beverages or any alcoholic bev-
erages are being served and consumed, provided that the function and the use and con-
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sumption of such alcoholic beverages have been properly approved in advance in writing 
by the Borough of Gettysburg. 
 
(Ord. 976, 6/9/1980, §3; as amended by Ord. 1165-94, 8/8/1994, §2; by Ord. 1265-02, 
4/8/2002, §1; and by Ord. 1303-05, 4/11/2005, §1) 
 
 
§6-204. Penalties. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part 2 shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than $600. 
 
(Ord. 976, 6/9/1980; as amended by Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; and by Ord. 1236-99, 
12/13/1999, §2; and by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
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PART 3 
 

CURFEW 
 

 
§6-301. Definitions and Interpretation. 
 
1. As used in this Part 3, the following words and terms shall have the meanings 

hereby ascribed to them, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning: 

 
 CHILD — a person under the age of 18 years. 
 
 CHILD WELFARE ORGANIZATION — a society or organization, the purpose of 

which is to take charge of incorrigibles or delinquents, and designated as such 
from time to time by motion of the Borough Council. 

 
 CURFEW PERIOD — the entire period between 11:00 p.m. and 5:30 a.m. the fol-

lowing morning. 
 
 PARENT — the father, the mother, or the guardian or other legal custodian of the 

child. 
 
2. In this Part, the singular shall include the plural, the plural shall include the sin-

gular, and the masculine shall include the feminine and the neuter. 
 
(Ord. 132, 6/13/1968, §1; as amended by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-302. Prohibitions Applicable During Curfew Period. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any child to be in or upon any of the streets, alleys, sidewalks, 
parks or other public places in the Borough of Gettysburg, or in any place of public re-
sort or entertainment or in any place of business outside the premises of his home, at 
any time during the curfew period, provided that the prohibition set forth hereinabove 
shall not apply in any of the following situations: 
 
 A. In the case of a child accompanied by his parent or another responsible per-

son of good repute who is at least 21 years of age. 
 
 B. In the case of a child who is in the performance of an errand for his parent 

and who bears a written note from such parent giving the date, time and 
nature of the errand. 

 
(Ord. 132, 6/13/1968, §2; as amended by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
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§6-303. Children Not To Violate and Parents Not To Permit Violations; Penalty. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any child to violate any of the provisions of §6-302 or for any 
parent to permit his child to do so; and any child violating, or any parent permitting his 
child to violate, any of the provisions of that section shall, upon conviction thereof, be 
sentenced to pay a fine of not more than $600. 
 
(Ord. 132, 6/13/1968, §3; as amended by Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; by Ord. 1061-87, 
9/14/1987; by Ord. 1236-99, 12/13/1999, §1; by Ord. 1236-99, 12/13/1999, §2; and by Ord. 
1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-304. Enforcement. 
 
It shall be the duty of the members of the Police Department of the Borough of Gettys-
burg to enforce this Part and, upon finding a child violating any of the provisions of §6-
302 of this Part 3, to take such child into custody at police headquarters; to make a rec-
ord of the name, address and age of such child; and to notify the parent of such child to 
come immediately to police headquarters and to take such child to his home. In any case 
where a parent cannot be contacted or located, the police officer having custody of such 
child shall contact the child welfare agency for instructions as to custody of such child 
for the remainder of the curfew period, provided that the police officers of the Borough, 
in taking children into custody under this Part, shall use their discretion in determining 
age, and, in doubtful cases, may require positive proof, and, until such proof is fur-
nished, the officer’s judgment shall prevail.1 
 
(Ord. 132, 6/13/1968, §4) 
 

                                                 
1 Editor’s Note: Former §6-305, Proceedings in Case of Repeated Violations, as amended, was repealed by 
Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011. 
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PART 4 
 

CONDUCT IN PARK 
 

 
§6-401. Rules and Regulations for Conduct in Recreation Park. 
 
The following rules and regulations are hereby established for the management and 
protection of the Gettysburg Borough Recreation Park and its facilities, and of the per-
sons using the same, such Recreation Park being located on the west side of Long Lane 
in the Borough of Gettysburg and being hereinafter referred to as “Rec Park”: 
 
 A. No person shall injure, deface, remove, cut out or damage any of the trees, 

plants, shrubs, buildings, structures, fixtures, benches, or any other proper-
ty of the Borough located within Rec Park. 

 
 B. No person shall willfully make or cause to be made any unreasonable dis-

turbance to the annoyance of other persons peaceably using Rec Park or its 
facilities. 

 
 C. No person shall set up any booth, table or stand for the sale of any food, 

drink or other article or articles whatsoever within the Rec Park without 
having first obtained permission from the Borough of Gettysburg and any li-
censes or permits required pursuant to the laws and regulations of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the ordinances and regulations of the 
Borough of Gettysburg. 

 
 D. No person shall dispose of any waste, litter, garbage or other refuse within 

Rec Park except in receptacles placed for such purpose. 
 
 E. No person shall carry or otherwise transport any alcoholic beverage into the 

Rec Park or within the Rec Park or consume any alcoholic beverages within 
the Rec Park, with the exception of any person who is transporting or con-
suming such alcoholic beverages in connection with a function held or to be 
held within the Rec Park or in the Rec Park's recreation building at which 
function the use and consumption of such alcoholic beverages has been 
properly approved in advance in writing by the Borough of Gettysburg. 

 
 F. No person shall operate any motorcycle, motorbike, minibike, segway, or a 

similar motorized vehicle in the Rec Park except within the areas provided 
for vehicular parking. 

 
 G. No person shall be upon the premises of the Rec Park between sunset and 

sunrise the following morning, except to attend functions of the Borough 
Council, Gettysburg Fire Department, approved sporting events or other 
functions, or activities approved by the Borough of Gettysburg. 
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(Ord. 938-78, 6/13/1978, §1; as amended by Ord. 990-81, 12/14/1981; by Ord. 1179-96, 
6/10/1996; by Ord. 1265-02, 4/8/2002, §2; by Ord. 1303-05, 4/11/2005, §2; and by Ord. 
1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-402. Penalties. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part 4 shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than $600. Every day that a 
violation of this Part 4 continues shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
(Ord. 938-78, 6/13/1978, §2; as amended by Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; by Ord. 1236-99, 
12/13/1999, §2; and by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
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PART 5 
 

SLEDDING 
 

 
§6-501. Sledding Prohibited on Streets and Alleys. 
 
No person or persons shall coast or ride upon any sled or similar conveyance upon any 
public street or alley in the Borough of Gettysburg. 
 
(Ord. 140, 6/13/1968, §1; as amended by Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; and by Ord. 1394-11, 
12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-502. Penalties. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part 5 shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than $600. Every day that a 
violation of this Part 5 continues shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
(Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; as amended by Ord. 1236-99, 12/13/1999, §2; and by Ord. 
1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
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PART 6 
 

LITTERING 
 

 
§6-601. Littering Prohibited. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation or any agent thereof to place, 
throw, store, accumulate or maintain, or cause to be placed, thrown, stored, accumulat-
ed or maintained, any used cans, papers, paper boxes, used lumber, rubbish, debris, an-
imal matter, garbage, empty bottles or other containers upon any property within the 
Borough of Gettysburg or on or near any sidewalk, alley, street, stream or waterway lo-
cated in said Borough, except in accordance with any Borough ordinance dealing with 
the collection of garbage, refuse, trash, solid waste or recyclable materials. 
 
(Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; as amended by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-602. Penalties. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part 6 shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than $600. 
 
(Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; as amended by Ord. 1236-99, 12/13/1999, §1; and by Ord. 
1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
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PART 72 
 

ADVERTISING MATTER DISTRIBUTION 
 

 
§6-701. Distribution of Advertising Matter Regulated. 
 
No person or persons, partnership, firm or corporation shall distribute any handbill or 
other advertising matter or sample whatever in the Borough of Gettysburg by casting or 
scattering the same upon any of the streets, alleys, sidewalks or public or private prop-
erty in the Borough, nor shall they place such material upon any motor vehicle. Fur-
thermore, such material may not be placed on private property in such a way that it can 
be blown away and become a nuisance to the Borough and property owners, provided 
that nothing herein shall prevent any person from handing any literature or other 
printed matter, noncommercial in nature, upon any of the streets, alleys and sidewalks 
in the Borough, to any person willing to receive the same. 
 
(Ord. 10/3/1932; as amended by Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; and by Ord. 1394-11, 
12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-702. Penalties. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part 7 shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than $600.3 
 
(Ord. 10/3/1932; as amended by Ord. 1028-85, 8/12/1985; by Ord. 1236-99, 12/13/1999, 
§2; and by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 

                                                 
2 Editor’s Note: Former Part 7, Blocking Streets with Trains, adopted by Ord. 1/10/1905, as amended, was 
repealed by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011. This ordinance also provided for the renumbering of former Part 8 as 
Part 7. 
3 Editor's Note: Former Part 9, Loitering Prohibited, adopted by Ord. 1101-90, 6/11/1990, as amended, 
which immediately followed this Part, was repealed by Ord. 1356-08, 12/8/2008. 
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PART 8 
 

DISCHARGE OF FIREARMS 
 
 
§6-801. Definitions. 
 
As used in this Part 8, the following words shall have the meanings indicated: 
 
 AIR RIFLE — any air gun, air pistol, spring gun, spring pistol, BB gun, or any 

implement that impels a pellet of any kind with a force that can reasonably be ex-
pected to cause bodily harm. 

 
 BLANK — a cartridge or charge for a firearm that contains gunpowder but no bul-

let or shot. 
 
 DISCHARGE — the expulsion of a projectile from a firearm or the operation of a 

firearm in such a manner so as to lead one to reasonably conclude by sight or 
sound that a projectile was expelled from a firearm. If the firearm used is capable 
of the expulsion of a projectile, its firing alone shall be sufficient to constitute a 
discharge, and no further proof of the expulsion of a projectile shall be necessary. 

 
 EVENT — any military funeral, ceremony, parade, demonstration or reenactment 

or an occasion of a similar nature at which a firearm discharge is planned to occur 
as permitted by this Part pursuant to §6-803, Subsections E and F. 

 
 FIREARM — any device which is designed and intended to expel a projectile by 

action of gunpowder, any other explosive, compressed air, compressed gas or me-
chanical device, including any device which, when discharged, would sound or 
otherwise lead another to reasonably conclude by sight or sound that the device 
expelled a projectile or gives the appearance of the expulsion of a projectile even 
though no expulsion of a projectile occurred. By way of example and not limita-
tion, items that are to be considered "firearms" in this Part include guns, pistols, 
rifles and shotguns. This definition of "firearm" is not intended to include any 
children's toy gun when used in the manner for which it was designed. 

 
 PAINTBALL GUN — a device designed and manufactured to propel, by gas or air, 

an encapsulated gelatin paintball. 
 
(Ord. 1363-09, 6/8/2009, §2; as amended by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-802. Acts Prohibited. 
 
No person shall discharge a firearm anywhere within the Borough of Gettysburg unless 
otherwise permitted pursuant to the exceptions set forth in §6-803 herein. No person 
shall recklessly or intentionally point any firearm, air rifle or paintball gun (unless such 
pointing of a paintball gun is made at a legally permitted and duly established paintball 



CONDUCT 

 6-22 12/12/2011 
 

recreational facility within the course of conduct allowed by such facility) at another 
person while discharging the same pursuant to the exceptions set forth in §6-803, Sub-
sections C through F, of this Part. 
 
(Ord. 1363-09, 6/8/2009, §3; as amended by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-803. Exceptions. 
 
The following acts shall not constitute a violation of this Part: 
 
 A. The discharge of a firearm by a law enforcement officer or military person-

nel acting within the line of duty, including but not limited to active opera-
tions, training exercises and ceremonies. 

 
 B. The discharge of a firearm in self-defense as legally permitted pursuant to 

the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 
 C. The discharge of a firearm within a properly constructed and legally permit-

ted firing range duly established within the Borough of Gettysburg. This ex-
ception shall include the discharge of paintball guns at a legally permitted 
and duly established paintball recreational facility within the Borough of 
Gettysburg. 

 
 D. The discharge of an air rifle on a properly constructed and legally permitted 

target range within the Borough of Gettysburg. Any person under the age of 
18 years of age must be under the direct supervision, guidance and instruc-
tion of a responsible adult. 

 
 E. The discharge of a firearm using only blank ammunition at a military fu-

neral, a similar ceremony or event, provided that a permit is obtained from 
the Borough of Gettysburg as set forth below. 

 
 F. The discharge of a firearm using only blank ammunition in connection with 

a parade, demonstration, sporting event, reenactment or event of a similar 
nature, provided that a permit is obtained from the Borough of Gettysburg 
as set forth below. 

 
(Ord. 1363-09, 6/8/2009, §4; as amended by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-804. Permits Required. 
 
Where a permit is required under this Part, the party who is responsible for the conduct 
of the event at which a firearm or firearms will be discharged pursuant to the excep-
tions set forth under §6-803, Subsections E and F, of this Part shall make application on 
a form to be provided by the Borough of Gettysburg. The Mayor, or the Chief of Police 
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under the supervision of the Mayor, shall be responsible for the issuance of the permits 
hereunder. The application shall include: 
 
 A. A certification that only blank ammunition will be used for the event. 
 
 B. An explanation of safety measures that will be employed for the event for 

the participants and spectators, if any, to include safeguarding of persons 
not directly involved in the event but who may be adversely affected by the 
event. 

 
 C. A statement that the party responsible for the conduct of the event shall 

agree to indemnify, defend and hold the Borough of Gettysburg harmless 
from and against any losses, liabilities, claims, demands, or actions for 
damage to property or for any personal injury, bodily injury or loss of life as 
a result of a firearm discharge at an event for which a permit is issued 
hereunder. 

 
 D. A certificate of general liability insurance, if liability insurance is reasona-

bly available to the party responsible for the conduct of the event, naming 
the Borough of Gettysburg as a loss payee. 

 
(Ord. 1363-09, 6/8/2009, §5; as amended by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-805. Time for Issuance of Permits; Issuance of Event Permits and Annual Permits. 
 
The Borough shall issue a permit within seven business days of receipt of a complete 
application. If, in the reasonable discretion of the Mayor, or of the Chief of Police under 
the supervision of the Mayor, the proposed event will pose a significant risk to the pub-
lic health and safety, the permit shall be denied with notification to the applicant pro-
vided of such denial within seven business days. A permit may either be issued for a 
single event or may also be issued on an annual basis for persons or organizations which 
conduct or participate in multiple events over the course of a calendar year. 
 
(Ord. 1363-09, 6/8/2009, §6; as amended by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
 
 
§6-806. Penalties. 
 
Any person who shall violate this Part shall, upon conviction thereof, be sentenced to 
pay a fine of not more than $600 for each violation. Each discharge in violation of this 
Part shall constitute a separate offense; provided that, even if a violator has been fined 
as provided herein, such shall not preclude the Borough or any other injured party from 
taking proper legal action to recover damages resulting from such violation. 
 
(Ord. 1363-09, 6/8/2009, §7; as amended by Ord. 1394-11, 12/12/2011) 
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PART 9 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 
§6-901. Purpose and Policy. 
 
1. There is a need for the Borough Council of the Borough of Gettysburg to ensure 

the public health, safety, and welfare through the regulation of special events. 
Special events on public property (and some on private property) which involve 
the gathering of persons and vehicles and the movement of the same within the 
Borough of Gettysburg may create hazardous conditions, including but not limited 
to excessive vehicular and pedestrian traffic on public streets, alleys and side-
walks, the failure to have proper solid waste disposal, recycling, sanitation and 
sewage disposal facilities, excessive noise, disorderly conduct and other illegal 
conduct or acts, all of which constitute a direct threat to public health. Special 
events on public property (and some on private property) may require the support 
of public services in the form of extra police protection, traffic and crowd control, 
solid waste disposal and recycling, janitorial, general custodial services and street 
cleaning following the event, and such other public services provided by the Bor-
ough of Gettysburg. 

 
2. It is the policy of the Borough of Gettysburg not to subject its taxpayers to pay-

ment of costs and expenses associated with any special event not sponsored by the 
Borough. Therefore, direct costs and expenses incurred by the Borough to control 
traffic or crowds or to provide other additional public services to accommodate the 
conduct of a special event shall be borne by the sponsor of such event. However, 
inability of a sponsor of a First Amendment activity to pay costs and expenses 
shall not result in a denial of a special events permit. 

 
(Ord. 1389-11, 3/14/2011) 
 
 
§6-902. Definitions. 
 
For the purpose of this Part 9, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 
 
 ASSEMBLAGE — a gathering of 30 or more persons without vehicles, and/or any 

ceremony, show, exhibition or pageant which obstructs the movement of pedestri-
an or vehicular traffic on any street or sidewalk. 

 
 BOROUGH — the Borough of Gettysburg, Adams County, Pennsylvania. 
 
 BOROUGH COUNCIL — the Council of the Borough of Gettysburg, Adams Coun-

ty, Pennsylvania. 
 
 BOROUGH MANAGER — the Manager of the Borough of Gettysburg, Adams 

County, Pennsylvania. 
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 CHIEF OF POLICE — the Chief of Police of the Borough of Gettysburg, Adams 

County, Pennsylvania. 
 
 FIRST AMENDMENT ACTIVITY — includes all expressive and associative activ-

ity that is protected by the United States and Pennsylvania Constitutions, includ-
ing speech, press, assembly and/or the right to petition. For purposes of this Part, 
commercial advertising is excluded from this definition. 

 
 MAYOR — the Mayor of the Borough of Gettysburg, Adams County, Pennsylva-

nia. 
 
 OBSTRUCT — to block, close up, impede or hinder passage. 
 
 PARADE — an assemblage, procession, organized movement, or motorcade con-

sisting of persons, vehicles, or a combination thereof that: 
 
 A. Is held with an intent to attract attention; 
 
 B. Takes place upon a public street or alley; and 
 
 C. Obstructs or has a tendency to obstruct the normal flow or regulation of pe-

destrian or vehicle traffic or does not comply with normal and usual traffic 
regulations or controls. 

 
 PennDOT — the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation. 
 
 PERSON — includes but is not limited to an individual, unincorporated associa-

tion, partnership, firm, corporation, limited liability company, joint venture, or 
other legal entity whatsoever or coordinator or spokesperson for any of the above. 

 
 POLICE DEPARTMENT — the Police Department of the Borough of Gettysburg, 

Adams County, Pennsylvania. 
 
 PROCESSION — movement of pedestrian or vehicular traffic along a public 

street or alley in an orderly, formal manner, such as but not limited to a parade. 
 
 PUBLIC GATHERING — all assemblies of persons gathered for the purpose of 

public entertainment, display, amusement, demonstration or recreation. 
 
 PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY — any street, avenue, boulevard, highway, sidewalk, 

alley or similar place owned by or under the control of a government entity. 
 
 PUBLIC SERVICES — includes but is not limited to police, traffic and crowd con-

trol, solid waste disposal and recycling, janitorial, custodial and street cleaning, 
and fire and emergency medical services. 
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 PUBLIC SPACE — property owned by or under the control of a government enti-
ty. 

 
 REC PARK — the recreational facilities owned and operated by the Borough of 

Gettysburg and located at 545 Long Lane. 
 
 SPECIAL EVENT — includes but is not limited to an assemblage, procession, pa-

rade, public gathering, athletic competition, race, reenactment or spontaneously 
planned event, which is held: 

 
 A. On a public street, sidewalk, or recreational facility; or 
 
 B. On any other property, but which requires coordination of public services to 

a degree over and above that which the Borough of Gettysburg routinely 
provides. 

 
 SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT — a permit issued by and on behalf of the Borough of 

Gettysburg for the conduct of a special event pursuant to this Part. 
 
 SPONSOR — an individual, unincorporated association, partnership, firm, corpo-

ration, limited liability company, joint venture, or other legal entity whatsoever, 
who initiates, organizes, promotes, permits, conducts, or causes to be advertised a 
special event. 

 
 SPONTANEOUSLY PLANNED EVENT — a special event that is organized in 

response to sudden and unexpected current events and is thus time sensitive, re-
quiring expedited processing. Examples of spontaneously planned events include 
but are not limited to a march or rally that is timed to coincide with recent or fu-
ture political or other announcements, decisions, determinations, actions, or dec-
larations by government officials. 

 
 STATE-DESIGNATED HIGHWAY — a highway or bridge on the system of high-

ways and bridges over which the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of 
Transportation, has assumed or has been legislatively given jurisdiction. 

 
(Ord. 1389-11, 3/14/2011) 
 
 
§6-903. Permit Required. 
 
1. It shall be unlawful for any person to hold or participate in any special event un-

less the person(s) organizing or conducting the special event first obtains a permit 
for the conduct of the same from the Borough. A special event permit issued by 
the Borough may not be assigned to another sponsor, person or organization. 

 
 A. The following shall not be considered as special events for which a permit 

must be obtained from the Borough: 
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  (1) Funeral processions. 
 
  (2) Wedding processions. 
 
  (3) Military convoys. 
 
  (4) Students going to and from school, classes or participating in educa-

tional activities, provided that such conduct is under the immediate 
direction and supervision of the proper school authorities. This excep-
tion does not apply to processions organized by a school or anybody 
thereof more than 24 hours prior to the occurrence. 

 
  (5) A governmental agency acting within the scope of its functions. 
 
  (6) Use of the Rec Park ballfields, pavilions, and facilities addressed by 

existing registration and rental requirements that will not likely re-
sult in the obstruction of public streets or sidewalks or compromise 
the ability of the Borough to respond to a public safety emergency. 

 
  (7) Unplanned celebratory events such as an unplanned celebration fol-

lowing a school athletic competition. 
 
  (8) Guided walking tours which are regulated by Borough Ordinance No. 

1349-08 (Chapter 13, Part 10, of the Code of Ordinances of the Bor-
ough of Gettysburg) and any amendments thereto. 

 
 B. A person seeking issuance of a special event permit shall file an application 

on forms to be provided by the Borough. 
 
(Ord. 1389-11, 3/14/2011) 
 
 
§6-904. Application Contents. 
 
1. No Closure of State-Designated Highway. 
 
 A. The application must be filled out completely and signed and dated by the 

applicant. If the special event is sponsored or produced by an entity, organi-
zation or association, a person legally authorized to bind the entity, organi-
zation or association must also sign the application. The application must 
contain the following information: 

 
  (1) The name, address, e-mail address, daytime telephone number, and 

fax number, if available, of the applicant. 
 
  (2) The name of the person who will be in charge of the special event on 

site. 
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  (3) The name, address, e-mail address, daytime telephone number, and 
fax number, if available, of the sponsor. 

 
  (4) The name, address, e-mail address, daytime telephone number, and 

signature of the property owner if the special event is to be held on 
private property. 

 
  (5) The purpose of the proposed special event and whether the special 

event includes a First Amendment activity or activities. 
 
  (6) The date, time, duration, and location of the proposed special event 

(including all setup and disassembly time). If the special event is not 
held as specified in the application because of unforeseen and uncon-
trollable circumstances, the applicant may request approval for a new 
date, time and/or location for the special event from the Borough 
without the necessity of completing a new application. 

 
  (7) An estimate of the approximate number of persons who are reasona-

bly expected to attend the special event. Where there is a dispute rela-
tive to the number of expected attendees, the Borough may rely on 
outside information, including available statistics from similar special 
events, to estimate attendance. 

 
  (8) If the special event will include a march, procession, parade or race, a 

detailed description of the proposed mute of the march, procession, 
parade or race (with assembling, starting, and ending points) and the 
proposed starting and ending times for the march, procession, parade 
or race. 

 
  (9) A listing of any equipment, motor vehicles, floats or facilities which 

are owned by the applicant or special event sponsor that are expected 
to be used in connection with the special event. 

 
  (10) Specific details relating to: 
 
   (a) Transportation and parking facilities; 
 
   (b) Food, beverages and the providers thereof; 
 
   (c) Sanitary facilities; 
 
   (d) Security requirements for the control of traffic and persons at-

tending the special event; 
 
   (e) Collection and recycling of materials consistent with Chapter 

20, Part 2, of the Borough's Code of Ordinances; and 
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   (f) Janitorial and custodial services and postgathering trash re-
moval and site restoration. 

 
  (11) Whether the special event is a spontaneously planned event that has 

been planned in response to a specific occurrence and, if so, a brief de-
scription of such occurrence. 

 
  (12) A certification that the applicant and special event sponsor will com-

ply with all governmental rules and regulations applicable to the spe-
cial event. 

 
  (13) If the sponsoring organization already has liability insurance and cov-

erage for the applied-for special event is reasonably available, the or-
ganization shall submit, prior to the special event, a certificate of in-
surance evidencing such liability insurance coverage naming the Bor-
ough as an additional insured. However, in no event shall the sponsor-
ing organization's lack of liability insurance be a basis to deny a per-
mit for a First Amendment activity. 

 
 B. After submission of an application, the applicant must immediately provide 

the Borough with any information that will amend, supplement or change 
any of the information originally provided in the application. 

 
2. Closure of State-Designated Highway. In addition to the requirements outlined in 

Subsection 1 above, where a special event will require closure or partial closure of 
a state-designated highway, the application must be submitted with the following 
information consistent with Title 67 of the Pennsylvania Administrative Code, 
Subchapter H, Special Events, Section 212.701, regulating processions, assem-
blages and special activities: 

 
 A. A fully executed race/parade permit and indemnification agreement form 

designated by PennDOT and available from the Borough. 
 
 B. A map of the proposed route of a procession, parade, race or other special 

event requiring closure or partial closure of a state-designated highway (to 
be attached as Exhibit A to the race/parade permit and indemnification 
agreement). 

 
 C. A certificate of insurance listing (in addition to the Borough) the Common-

wealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation, as a certificate 
holder and additional insured (to be attached as Exhibit B to the 
race/parade permit and indemnification agreement). 

 
 
§6-905. Application Deadline. 
 
1. No Closure of State-Designated Highway. 
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 A. The application for a permit must be submitted to the Borough at least 30 
days prior to the proposed date and time of the special event. The Borough 
may, for good cause shown, authorize permits filed fewer than 30 days in 
advance where doing so will not significantly disrupt Borough business. 

 
 B. An application for a spontaneously planned event shall be filed as far in ad-

vance as possible, but not fewer than 48 hours before the event. 
 
 C. An application shall be deemed submitted on the date it is received by the 

Borough or, if received on a holiday or after normal business hours, on the 
next business day of the Borough. 

 
 D. The Borough may request additional information if it is reasonably neces-

sary to determine whether the proposed special event is reasonably feasible 
without undue obstruction of traffic or undue risk to health or safety and is 
reasonably necessary in the planning for such special event. 

 
2. Closure of State-Designated Highway. An application for a permit for a special 

event which requests the closure or partial closure of any state-designated high-
way must be submitted to the Borough at least 90 days prior to the proposed date 
and time of the special event in order to allow the Borough to provide the required 
notice to PennDOT for the approval of that agency for the closure or partial clo-
sure of such state-designate highway. 

 
(Ord. 1389-11, 3/14/2011) 
 
 
§6-906. Standards for Permit Issuance. 
 
The Borough shall issue a permit as provided for hereunder, from a consideration of the 
application and from such other information as may otherwise be obtained, unless it 
finds that: 
 
 A. The conduct of the special event will so substantially interrupt the safe and 

orderly movement of traffic within the Borough on and contiguous to the 
proposed special event site so as to create a real and present danger to the 
health, safety and welfare of the residents of the Borough. 

 
 B. The conduct of the special event is reasonably likely to cause injury to per-

sons or property. 
 
 C. The special event is likely to cause unreasonable delays in traffic for an un-

reasonable period of time. 
 
 D. The information contained in the application is found to be false in any ma-

terial detail. 
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 E. The applicant refuses to agree to abide by or to comply with all conditions of 
the permit. 

 
(Ord. 1389-11, 3/14/2011) 
 
 
§6-907. Time Limit for Decision; Notice of Disapproval; Conditional Approval. 
 
1. Except for spontaneously planned events and special events requesting the clo-

sure or partial closure of any state-designated highway, the Borough shall act up-
on the permit application and notify the applicant within 10 business days after 
the filing thereof. If the Borough disapproves the application, it shall, within 10 
business days after the day upon which the application was filed, telephone the 
applicant at the number listed on the application and shall further mail to the ap-
plicant, by certified mail, a notice of its action, stating with specificity the reason 
for the denial of the permit. Said notice shall also advise the applicant of his, her 
or its right to file an appeal and shall also advise him, her or it of the procedure 
for filing an appeal. For spontaneously planned events, the Borough shall respond 
within 12 hours. For special events requiring the closure or partial closure of any 
state-designated highway, the Borough may approve the issuance of a permit con-
ditioned upon the receipt of subsequent approval from PennDOT pursuant to Sub-
section 3 of this section. 

 
2. Where the Borough shall find that the application for issuance of a permit for a 

special event on the date, at the time or over the route requested by the applicant 
must be denied, it may, in addition to advising the applicant of the denial of the 
application, also suggest to the applicant an alternative date, time or route for the 
issuance of a permit by the Borough. 

 
3. Conditional Approval. The Borough may issue a conditional approval for the issu-

ance of a permit for the conduct of a special event subject to the applicant satisfy-
ing all requirements and conditions set forth in writing and sent to the applicant. 

 
(Ord. 1389-11, 3/14/2011) 
 
 
§6-908. Revocation of Permit. 
 
Any special event permit may be revoked by the Borough where an emergency situation 
exists or where the health, safety and welfare of the public or of public or private prop-
erty requires such revocation. 
 
(Ord. 1389-11, 3/14/2011) 
 
 
§9-909. Permit Contents. 
 
Each permit shall state the following information: 
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 A. The starting and ending time of the special event. 
 
 B. The portions of any public right-of-way that may be traveled or occupied in 

the conduct of the special event. 
 
 C. The duties of the permittee as outlined in §6-910 hereof. 
 
 D. Any additional information deemed necessary by the Borough or as required 

by PennDOT, if applicable. 
 
(Ord. 1389-11, 3/14/2011) 
 
 
§9-910. Duties of Permittee. 
 
1. The permittee shall comply with all sections of the Pennsylvania Crimes Code, the 

Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code, the Gettysburg Borough ordinances, the rules 
and regulations for the Rec Park, and any other applicable laws. 

 
2. The permittee shall comply with all permit directions, restrictions and conditions 

made a part of the permit by the Borough or by PennDOT, if applicable. 
 
3. The permittee shall comply with all terms, conditions and requirements of its lia-

bility insurance policy and its insurance carrier if liability insurance is in effect at 
the time of the special event. 

 
4. The person in charge on site of the special event shall carry the permit upon his or 

her person during the conduct of the event. 
 
5. The permittee shall ensure that all signs, postings, structures, any other tempo-

rarily placed items, and any debris or solid waste, trash, or droppings used or de-
posited by the participants during the special event are removed and properly 
disposed of at the conclusion of the event. 

 
6. The permittee shall collect and remove all recyclable materials and dispose of the 

same consistent with Borough Ordinance No. 1240-00, as amended by Borough 
Ordinance No. 1357-08 (Chapter 20, Part 2, of the Code of Ordinances of the Bor-
ough of Gettysburg) and any amendments thereto. 

 
(Ord. 1389-11, 3/14/2011) 
 
 
§6-911. Fees and Expenses. 
 
No special event permit shall be issued until the applicant pays a reasonable fee, which 
shall be for the use of the Borough, in an amount to be established from time to time by 
resolution of the Borough Council. The amount of such fee shall reflect as closely as pos-
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sible the actual costs to the Borough of processing the permit and the recovery of costs 
to the Borough in providing public services for the special event. An applicant for a First 
Amendment activity who is unable, due to indigency, to pay the fee, may seek a waiver 
by submitting an affidavit attesting to the sponsor's inability to afford the fee and proof 
of indigency. 
 
(Ord. 1389-11, 3/14/2011) 
 
 
§6-912. Interference; Parking on Route; Sound Amplification. 
 
1. Interference. No person shall unreasonably hamper, obstruct or impede or inter-

fere with any person, vehicle or animal participating or used in a special event. 
 
2. Parking on Procession Route. The Borough shall have the authority, when rea-

sonably necessary, to prohibit or restrict the parking of vehicles along a highway 
or part thereof constituting a part of a route of a procession, parade, race or other 
special event. The Police Department shall post signs restricting parking, and it 
shall be unlawful for any person to park or leave unattended any vehicle in viola-
tion thereof. 

 
3. No special event (with the exception of a Borough-sponsored New Year's Eve 

event) using sound amplification equipment shall be permitted between the hours 
of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., prevailing time. 

 
(Ord. 1389-11, 3/14/2011) 
 
 
§6-913. Penalties. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine not more than $600 plus costs. Each day 
that a violation of this Part continues shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
(Ord. 1389-11, 3/14/2011) 
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PART 10 
 

NOISE 
 
 
§6-1001. Title. 
 
This Part 10 may be cited as the "Gettysburg Borough Comprehensive Noise Control 
Ordinance." 
 
(Ord. 1390-11, 7/11/2011) 
 
 
§6-1002. Purpose. 
 
The purpose of this Part 10 is to provide for effective control of noise within the Borough 
of Gettysburg in order to protect the health, safety, and welfare of residents and visitors 
and to enhance the pursuits of life, recreation, and commerce within the Borough of 
Gettysburg. 
 
(Ord. 1390-11, 7/11/2011) 
 
 
§6-1003. Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this Part shall have the mean-
ings herein given, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
 BOROUGH — the Borough of Gettysburg, Adams County, Pennsylvania. 
 
 CONSTRUCTION OPERATIONS — the erection, repair, renovation, demolition 

or removal of any building, facility, equipment, machinery or structure and the 
excavation, filling, grading and regulation of lots in connection therewith. 

 
 EMERGENCY — any occurrence or set of circumstances involving actual or im-

minent physical trauma or property damage. 
 
 EMERGENCY WORK — any work performed for the purpose of preventing or al-

leviating the physical trauma or property damage threatened or caused by an 
emergency. 

 
 ENGINE BRAKE RETARDER — an engine-retarding device, or any retarding 

device or system that brakes on the engine rather than on the wheels as a means 
of slowing or stopping a gasoline-powered or diesel-powered motor vehicle. 

 
 MOTORCYCLE — a motor vehicle having a seat or saddle for the use of the rider 

and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with the ground. 
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 MOTOR VEHICLE — a vehicle which is self-propelled, except an electric personal 
assistive mobility device or a vehicle which is propelled solely by human power. 

 
 MUFFLER OR SOUND-DISSIPATIVE DEVICE — a device designed or used for 

decreasing or abating the level of sound escaping from an engine or machinery 
system. 

 
 NOISE — any sound emitted by a person, animal, or noise-creating device. 
 
 NOISE-CREATING DEVICE — any electrical, mechanical, or chemical device or 

instrument, or combination thereof, that creates noise during its operation by a 
person. 

 
 NOISE DISTURBANCE — in addition to the specific noise disturbances set forth 

in this Part, any sound that is: 
 
 A. Unpleasant, annoying, offensive, loud, or obnoxious to a reasonable person 

of normal sensibilities; 
 
 B. Unusual for the time of day or location where it is produced or heard; or 
 
 C. Detrimental to the health, comfort, or safety of persons or animals or to the 

reasonable enjoyment of property or the lawful conduct of business because 
of the loudness, duration, or character of the noise. 

 
 OPERATION — actual control by a person. 
 
 PERSON — any individual, partnership, limited partnership, limited liability 

partnership, limited liability company, association, firm, corporation, or any other 
legally recognized entity. Whenever used in any provision prescribing and impos-
ing a penalty, "person" includes the individual members, partners, officers and 
managers of any legally recognized entity. 

 
 POLICE — the Police Department of the Borough of Gettysburg, or any properly 

authorized member or officer thereof in any other law enforcement agency having 
jurisdiction within the Borough of Gettysburg. 

 
 POWERED MODEL VEHICLE — any self-propelled airborne, waterborne or 

landborne plane, vessel or vehicle which is not designed to carry persons, includ-
ing but not limited to any model airplane, boat, car or rocket. 

 
 PROPERTY LINE (BOUNDARY) — an imaginary line drawn through the points 

of contact of adjoining lands, apartments, condominiums, townhouses and duplex-
es owned, rented or leased by different persons; a demarcation or a line of sepa-
rate properties; and also, for any two or more buildings sharing common grounds, 
the line drawn midway between any two such buildings. All areas devoted to pub-
lic rights-of-way shall be deemed to be across the property line. As used herein, 
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the property line includes all points on a plane formed by projecting the property 
line in a manner deemed appropriate by the enforcing police. 

 
 PUBLIC — affecting or likely to affect persons in a place to which the public or a 

substantial group has access. 
 
 PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY — any street, alley, sidewalk or similar place which is 

either owned or controlled by the Borough of Gettysburg for the benefit and use of 
the public. 

 
 PUBLIC SPACE — any real property or structures thereon which are either 

owned or controlled by the Borough of Gettysburg for the benefit and use of the 
public. 

 
 REAL PROPERTY — all land, whether publicly or privately owned, whether im-

proved or not improved, with or without structures, exclusive of any areas devoted 
to public rights-of-way. 

 
 SOUND — an auditory sensation evoked by the oscillation of air pressure. 
 
 TAMPERING — the removal or rendering inoperative by any person, other than 

for purposes of maintenance, repair or replacement, of any muffler or sound-
dissipative device or element of design of any motor vehicle or motorcycle. 

 
 TRUCK — a motor vehicle designed primarily for the transportation of property. 
 
 VEHICLE — every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may 

be transported or drawn upon a highway, except devices used exclusively upon 
rails or tracks. The term does not include a self-propelled wheelchair or an electri-
cal mobility device operated by and designed for the exclusive use of a person with 
a mobility-related disability. 

 
 VEHICLE CODE — the Vehicle Code of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (75 

Pa.C.S.A. §101 et seq.), as is hereafter amended, supplemented, modified, or reen-
acted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

 
(Ord. 1390-11, 7/11/2011) 
 
 
§6-1004. Prohibited Acts. 
 
1. Noise Disturbance Prohibited. No person shall make, continue or cause to be 

made or cause to be continued any noise disturbance by any means, nor shall any 
person suffer, allow or permit any noise disturbance, by any means, to be made or 
continued from or at any property, whether public or private, real or personal, 
that is subject to such person's right to control. 
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2. Specific Prohibitions. The following acts and the causing thereof are declared to be 
noise disturbances and are, therefore, in violation of this Part: 

 
 A. Radios, Televisions, Musical Instruments and Similar Devices. Operating, 

playing or permitting the operation or playing of any radio or audio equip-
ment (including from a vehicle), sound amplifier, television, musical in-
strument, or similar device which produces, reproduces or amplifies sound: 

 
  (1) At any time and in such a manner as to cause a noise disturbance 

across a property line (boundary); or 
 
  (2) In such a manner as to cause a noise disturbance across a property 

line (boundary), or at 50 feet from such noise-creating device, which-
ever is less, when the noise-creating device is operated in or on a vehi-
cle, or hand carried, on a public right-of-way or public space. 

 
 B. Yelling or Shouting. Engaging in loud or mucous yelling, shouting, hooting, 

whistling or singing: 
 
  (1) On public rights-of-way or public spaces between the hours of 11:00 

p.m. and 6:00 a.m., prevailing time; or 
 
  (2) At any time or place in such a manner as to cause a noise disturbance 

across a residential property line (boundary). 
 
 C. Construction. Except for emergency work, operating or permitting the oper-

ation of any tools or equipment used in construction operations, drilling or 
demolition work between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., prevailing 
time, such that the sound therefrom creates a noise disturbance across a 
residential property line (boundary). 

 
 D. Domestic Power Tools. Operating or permitting the operation of any me-

chanically powered saw, drill, sander, grinder, lawn or garden tool, or simi-
lar device used outdoors in residential areas between the hours of 11:00 p.m. 
and 6:00 a.m., prevailing time, so as to cause a noise disturbance across a 
residential property line (boundary). 

 
 E. Loading and Unloading. Loading, unloading, opening, closing or other han-

dling of boxes, crates, containers, building materials, garbage cans or simi-
lar objects between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., prevailing time, in 
such a manner as to cause a noise disturbance across a residential property 
line (boundary). This provision shall not apply to municipal or utility ser-
vices in or about a public right-of-way or public space. 

 
 F. Animals and Birds. Owning, possessing, harboring, or controlling any ani-

mal or bird which makes any noise continuously and/or incessantly for a pe-
riod of 10 minutes or more or makes such noise intermittently for 1/2 hour 
or to the disturbance of any person at any time of the day or night, regard-
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less of whether the animal or bird is physically situated in or upon private 
property. 

 
 G. Powered Model Vehicles. Operating or permitting the operation of powered 

model vehicles so as to cause a noise disturbance across a residential prop-
erty line (boundary) between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., prevail-
ing time. 

 
 H. Vehicle, Motor Vehicle, Motorcycle, Motorboat or Aircraft Repairs and Test-

ing. Repairing, rebuilding or testing any vehicle, motor vehicle, motorcycle, 
motorboat or aircraft in such a manner as to cause a noise disturbance 
across a residential property line (boundary) between the hours of 11:00 
p.m. and 6:00 a.m., prevailing time. 

 
3. Other Prohibited Acts. 
 
 A. Tampering. The use within the Borough of a motor vehicle or motorcycle 

which has had a muffler or sound-dissipative device or element of design 
removed or rendered inoperative. 

 
4. Specific Prohibitions on Public Rights-of-Way. Prohibition of certain noises upon 

public rights-of-way by the use of motor vehicles and noise-creating devices. 
 
 A. Motor Vehicles and Motorcycles on Public Rights-of-Way. No person shall 

operate or cause to be operated a public or private motor vehicle or motorcy-
cle, or any equipment attached to such a vehicle, on a public right-of-way at 
any time in such a manner that the operation of the same violates the Vehi-
cle Code. Consistent with §4523 of the Vehicle Code, all motor vehicles and 
motorcycles shall be equipped with a muffler or other effective noise-
suppressing system in good working order and in constant operation, and no 
muffler or exhaust system shall be equipped with a cutout, bypass or similar 
device. 

 
 B. Standing Vehicles. No person shall operate or permit the operation of any 

vehicle or any auxiliary equipment attached to such vehicle for a period in 
excess of 10 minutes in any hour while the vehicle is parked, stopped or 
standing within 150 feet of a residence, whether on public or private proper-
ty, in such a manner as to cause a noise disturbance across a residential 
property line (boundary). 

 
  (1) This provision shall not apply to vehicles performing emergency ser-

vices or to vehicles forced to remain stopped or standing because of 
traffic conditions. 

 
  (2) Notwithstanding the foregoing, diesel-powered vehicles with a gross 

weight of 10,001 pounds or more are subject to the restrictions con-
tained in Act 124 of 2008, 35 P.S. §§4601-4610, the Diesel-Powered 
Motor Vehicle Idling Act. 
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 C. Engine Brake Retarders. No person shall use an engine brake retarder de-

vice in violation of Chapter 10, Part 4, of the Code of Ordinances of the Bor-
ough of Gettysburg, known as the "Gettysburg Borough Engine Brake Re-
tarder Ordinance." 

 
 D. Squealing Tires. No person shall cause or allow the tires of a motor vehicle, 

which the person is operating, to squeal except when necessary in order to 
avoid a collision with another person, vehicle or other property. 

 
 E. Racing Engine/Rapid Throttle Advance. No person, while occupying any 

public right-of-way, shall operate any noise-creating device in such a man-
ner that the public's attention is drawn to the source of the noise. The pro-
hibition of this section shall include racing the engine or rapid throttle ad-
vance and/or revving of an internal combustion engine resulting in an in-
crease of noise from the engine. 

 
5. Prima Facie Violation. The noise from any of the aforesaid prohibited acts that is 

heard by the police shall be prima facie evidence of a noise disturbance. 
 
(Ord. 1390-11, 7/11/2011) 
 
 
§6-1005. Exemptions. 
 
The provisions of this Part shall not apply to the following: 
 
 A. Blasting. Sounds resulting from blasting activities with a permit issued by 

the Borough, which blasting may occur only between the hours of 7:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, unless specifically authorized oth-
erwise by such permit. 

 
 B. Events. Events such as but not limited to concerts, block parties, carnivals, 

festivals, fireworks, or other performances or similar activities publicly or 
privately sponsored and presented in any public or private space outdoors, 
provided that such activities do not occur between the hours of 11:00 p.m. 
and 6:00 a.m. 

 
 C. Emergency Work. Sounds resulting from the performance of emergency 

work or by the ordinary and accepted use of emergency apparatus and 
equipment. 

 
 D. Municipal and Utility Services. Sounds resulting from the repair, mainte-

nance or replacement of any municipal or utility installation in or about the 
public right-of-way or any public space. 
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 E. Snow Removal. Sounds resulting from the use of snow plows, tractors or 
snow blowers used in connection with snow removal from private or public 
property. 

 
 F. School and Public Activities. Sounds resulting from organized school-related 

programs, activities, athletic and entertainment events or other public pro-
grams, activities or events, provided that such programs, activities or events 
do not occur between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

 
 G. Warning devices. 
 
  (1) Sounds made by warning devices operating continuously for no more 

than three minutes, except that, in the event of an emergency, the 
time limitation shall not apply. 

 
  (2) A warning device or siren used in connection with the operation of a 

police car, fire truck or apparatus, ambulance or any other emergency 
vehicle in the event of an emergency. 

 
 H. Bells and Chimes. Routine and customary ringing of bells and chimes. 
 
 I. Official Duty. Any noise created by a governmental entity, official or em-

ployee in the performance of an official governmental duty or activity. 
 
 J. Permitted Activity. Any noise for an event or activity for which a permit has 

been issued by the Borough, including expression or communication protect-
ed by the United States Constitution, as long as any permit conditions rela-
tive to noise have not been violated. 

 
(Ord. 1390-11, 7/11/2011) 
 
 
§6-1006. Penalties. 
 
1. Whoever violates any provision of this Part shall, upon conviction thereof in a 

summary proceeding, be fined for a first offense not less than $150 and not more 
than $1,000; for a second offense, not less than $300 and not more than $1,000; for 
a third offense, not less than $500 and not more than $1,000. Whoever violates 
any provision of this Part for a fourth or subsequent offense shall, upon conviction 
thereof in a summary proceeding, be fined $1,000. Each occurrence of a violation 
of any provision of this Part shall constitute a separate and distinct offense. How-
ever, for a violation of the Vehicle Code, upon conviction thereof in a summary 
proceeding, the fine shall be $25. 

 
2. In addition to the above penalties, the Borough may seek such equitable or other 

remedies as may otherwise be available. 
 
(Ord. 1390-11, 7/11/2011) 


